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Partnership of HfG Karlsruhe with Transmediale festival Berlin 
 
The Art Research and Media Philosophy department of HfG Karlsruhe is pleased to announce a 
partnership with Transmediale festival Berlin for a panel titled "Affects Ex-Machina: Unboxing 
Social Data Algorithms". The panel takes hosts speakers from India, Italy, Germany, UK and 
USA, bringing forward the work of the research group KIM on the politics of data and AI. 
 
Who owns our data? What can metadata reveal of us? How can social media algorithms influ-
ence political views? The Cambridge Analytica scandal and the recent data leak involving mem-
bers of the German parliament has shown how much politics is exposed to social media, stress-
ing the importance of digital literacy also for schools and universities. Meanwhile, new forms of 
"algorithmic activism" and proposal for data sovereignty are emerging.  
 
During the panel at Transmediale, for example, the platform ALEX (Algorithms Exposed) will 
launch a campaign to monitor the dissemination of political news on Facebook during the upcom-
ing European elections. The campaign will engage students from German schools and universi-
ties and is combined with a workshop to analyse and reverse-engineer the Facebook algorithm, 
part of a larger project of "algorithmic literacy". 
 
The panel will be presented by Ariana Dongus (research associate at HfG Karlsruhe) and will 
host also presentations by Dr. Ramon Amaro (Goldsmith University) and Caroline Sinders (de-
signer and artist working on feminist AI). Transmediale is the most important festival for digital 
culture in Germany. It takes place January 31 - February 3, 2019 at the Haus der Kulturen der 
Welt that is located at the heart of the governmental district in Berlin.  
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Panel: Affects Ex-Machina: Unboxing Social Data Algorithms 
 
Presented and moderated by: Ariana Dongus (HfG Karlsruhe). With: Ramon Amaro (Goldsmith 
University), Claudio Agostiand Nayantara Ranganathan (ALEX - Algorithm Exposed campaign), 
Caroline Sinders (machine learning designer and artist). 
 
Conventional media have long filtered information and influenced public opinion. In the age of 
social media, this process has become algorithmic and targeted, separating the whole of society 
into thousands of small filter bubbles that construct collective orientations and pilot viral phenom-
ena. This panel examines how machine learning and obscure algorithms analyse and manipulate 
individual affects into political sentiments, eventually amplifying class, gender, and racial bias. Is it 
possible to reverse engineer the expanding capturing of emotional data? Which forms of re-
sistance are possible against social data algorithms? From upcoming European elections to data 
surveillance in India, the speakers will discuss and present new projects and strategies of algo-
rithmic activism and data sovereignty. 
 
Sun, 03.02.2019, 14:30 to 16:00 
Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Auditorium 
 
 
Workshop: Bring Your Metadata: A Practical Analysis of the Facebook Algorithm 
 
With: Claudio Agostiand Nayantara Ranganathan (ALEX - Algorithm Exposed campaign) 
 
Metadata are data about data, secondary information about our data footprint that can be used to 
fully reconstruct individual profiles and collective behaviours. Even if they are anonymized, they 
remain the invisible and most important currency of the digital economy. What are the risks for 
individual privacy and what can be revealed by metadata analysis? In this workshop, metadata 
will be used not to study people, but to examine the logic and structure of algorithmic control. 
Facebook datasets and tracking techniques will be under scrutiny. By exploring and playing with 
this metadata, participants will understand the impact that algorithms have on individuals and 
society as a whole. 
 
Fri, 01.02.2019, 11:00 to 14:00 
Haus der Kulturen der Welt, K2 
Registration required: http://kim.hfg-karlsruhe.de/events/transmediale-2019 
 
Concept by Prof. Dr. Matteo Pasquinelli (HfG Karlsruhe) and Dr. Daphne Dragona (Transmediale 
festival) 
 
 
More info: http://kim.hfg-karlsruhe.de/events/transmediale-2019 
Contact email: contact@kim.hfg-karlsruhe.de 


